





Rowley Grange #204

P.O. Box 49

Rowley, MA 01969


Rowley Grange named 


Action Grange


     Word has been received from the office of the National Grange Master Kermit Richardson, that Rowley Grange has been chosen as an Action Grange.  This program, which requires a 3-year commitment, will focus on bringing new life to the Grange and make the organization relevant and preeminent in today’s world.





    National Master Kermit wrote:


   On behalf of the National Grange Executive Committee, I would like to announce that your Grange has been selected to participate in the Action Grange program.  Your Grange, together with another 112, has been selected from more than 145 (applicants) received from 22 states…….


   I consider this one of the most important letters I have ever written as your National Master, made more so because I have the wholehearted and enthusiastic support of the entire National Executive Committee and the Strategic Planning Task Force who recommended your Grange.


   We hope that you will immediately notify your leadership team and your members and express our gratitude for your interest and your involvement.  I would also ask that you share with them my personal thanks for the courage they exhibited in trying something that is very new to the Grange, but very important to our future.


   I have come to realize that most Grangers feel both optimistic and cautious about the Action Grange process and how it will affect their Grange locally.  I can understand your concern, but I am more excited that 112 Granges have elected to take a leadership role in the future of their Grange and, through the Action Grange program, the Future of the National Grange.


   Let me make that point perfectly clear.  The Action Grange program is critical to the future of the Grange.  Thanks to your involvement in Action Grange and your willingness to show all Granges what’s possible, your organization has taken a mighty step forward.  Because your Grange has showed it is willing to try things, discover what will work and invent the future, we have every expectation that all Grangers, present and in the future, will be part of an organization that is relevant, thriving, growing and fun.


   In the next week or so the Task Force will help you learn the important details about the Action Grange program and your involvement.  They will help you understand what will happen next and the important steps you need to take.  Thank you again for helping me and the Grange.


   Sincerely,


   Kermit Richardson, National Master





    Each active member of Rowley Grange, will be supplied with the information that is received from the National Grange Task Force in the coming months.


     Rowley Grange is looking forward to the challenges that the coming 3 years will bring.


We encourage the Rowley residents to get to know the organization better by paying us a visit at one of our regular meetings on a 1st or 3rd Wednesday at 7:30.





Rowley Grange thanks . . . 


    The March supper benefited the Rowley Library Building Fund.  On April 4th, Rowley Grange presented the Friends of the Library with a check for $1150.  The supper was a major success and was the result of the Rowley Grange, Library Board of Trustees, and the Friends of the Library.  It was great to see Brother Bruce Tarr, State Senator stop by and pitch in.  A number of local businesses also helped the cause and it is their generosity that we are thankful for.  Special thank you’s go out to: Rowley Pharmacy, Stop ‘n Shop of Amesbury, Shaw’s of Seabrook, NH, and Winfrey’s Fudge & Candy.


    Rowley Grange would also like to thank the Trustees of the Library and the Friends of the Library for coming together to work with us for this worthy cause.  We would like to take this opportunity to convey our sincere “THANKS” to each and every person that donated goods, time or money to the supper, and especially our supper patrons.  Thank you all for making this event such as wonderful success.





May/June 2001 





Rowley Junior Grange Wins State Grange Youth Bowling Tourney


   The Rowley Junior Grange bowling team traveled to Bayberry Lanes in Spencer, MA in April to compete in the candlepin bowling tournament sponsored by the Mass. State Grange Youth Committee.  They competed against two other Junior Granges from the state of Massachusetts. 


    Rowley Junior won first place in the Junior Grange division.  Craig Hanlon and Joey Bird also won High Boys Single and Triple awards.


    Junior members participating were: Craig, Erin & Neil Hanlon,  Joey & Nicole Bird, David Carpentier, and Jimmy Cooper. Adult chaperones (and cheerleaders) were: Bert & Tricia Hanlon, Ann Prest, Diane Bird, and Maureen Cooper.


    After the tournament, the team was treated to supper at Bickfords in Worcester.  Everyone had a great time!





Rowley Junior Grange plans trip to Lowell Spinners Game


   Members, family, and friends of Rowley Junior Grange will be going to the August 1st game of the Lowell Spinners.  A block of 30 tickets has been reserved and will be offered to Grange members and their families and friends.


Adult Grange members interested in going should let Ann know as soon as possible.  The ticket cost is $5.00.





New Members To Be Welcomed


   Four new members will be welcomed during the month of May.





Election of Officers in June


    At the first meeting in June, Rowley Grange will elect it officers for the coming Grange year that starts in September.  Members should think about what office that they might like to serve in.  A full explanation of the positions will be presented at the May 16th meeting.
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 “Rowley Grange 


 Helps the Community…


Won’t You Join Us.”





The Importance of the Action Grange Program 


Prepared by the Strategic Planning Task Force November, 2000 


Beginning in the late fall of 1999, a Task Force approved by the Delegates of the National Grange has been developing a strategy for renewal. During this period of time, the Task Force worked together to develop a preliminary strategy for renewing the Grange. 


Renewal is a key word and understanding its meaning will mean you understand our intent. We are looking for ways to bring back, make relevant and create a new beginning for our organization. 


It’s clear, that when only five American workers in 100 are farmers, that we are not relevant as an agricultural advocacy group and the "Patrons of Husbandry" meaning is lost on 95% of our citizens. So we need to value our roots, prize what we need to retain, but turn a careful and thoughtful eye to the future. 


A renewal strategy is a plan for the National Grange focused at the Subordinate or grass roots level. It has been developed and will continue to be refined by Grangers for Grangers. 


Renewal has two thrusts. First, we need to "fix the store": make our organization appealing, improve our halls, our programs, our opportunities, and our benefits to meet the needs of future members. Then, and only then, we need to begin to attract new members and enroll them as active, involved and giving members. 





�









Vacation Time . . . 


During the months of July and August Rowley Grange does not meet, so that being the case the Rowley Grange Notes is on summer vacation.  Members will be kept informed of special summer events.  Please keep an eye open for us to return in September.  We have many programs and projects planned for the next Grange year.    





National Grange Legislative Activities for 2001


    Grange is a “grassroots” organization, where the community Granges develop ideas that they would like to have addressed.  The year 2001 finds the National Grange developing policies that will improve the economic condition of all Americans.  The following issues are part of this year’s activity.





Address the needs of Foster children and Foster parents in our communities


Enhance public safety.


Reform the Endangered Species Act and other resource conservation programs.


Address the financial crisis facing U.S. Agriculture.


Reform the Federal Tax System to preserve family farms and rural businesses.


Enact comprehensive Dairy Policy reform.


Improve the quality of rural education.


Improve the quality and availability of rural health care.


Achieve energy security for rural America.


Expand telecommunications service in rural areas.








